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Message from the 
SW Regional Director

Greetings to my 
Southwestern 

Region Family!
 It brings me great pleasure to welcome you to the 
second edition of the newly relaunched publication The 
PRAISE. We are excited to tell our story as we Journey to 
1800. 
 The First Class Experience that you are producing 
in your state and area is the catalyst to allow the vision to 
come to fruition. The work of the Swaggering Southwest-
ern Region is on full display and I thank each of you for 
the work that has been done and the work that is to come 
in the future. Thank you to our editor, Bro. Greg Brand, 
our 1st Vice RD, Bro. Joseph Wilson and collaborative 
teams that they lead. 
 As 2022 comes to a close and we look ahead to 2023, 
remember we are ready to Take Flight as we Soar into 
New Heights.•



A Letter From the Editor

 Greetings, Brothers!!! Glad 
to have you back to experience 
this digital publication once again. 
The staff of The PRAISE and the 
Men of the Mighty Southwestern 
Region have put a considerable 
amount of effort into making sure 
the information, images and mes-
sages inside this publication have 
arrived in front of you. 
 The mission of The PRAISE 
is to give you a glimpse into the 
activity of the region and SHINE 
a little Sigma Light into whatev-
er device you happen to view this 
document in! This year has been 
one of radical change and amaz-
ing opportunities for not only the 
world but for the Southwestern Re-
gion specifically. 
 As we continue to climb out 
of the  last couple years of the pan-
demic triggered isolation, now into 
a period of rebuilding and recon-

nection, we must remember that it 
is important to not hide ourselves 
but to let our Sigma Light Shine! 
Our initiatives, goals, programs 
and Brotherhood are important and 
need to be seen. 
 This is a platform reactivat-
ed to ensure that the Song of Sig-
ma can be heard everywhere but 
most importantly where we can 
see ourselves, celebrate ourselves 
and share our truths! With that be-
ing said, I implore you ALL to con-
tinue throwing parties, executing 
events and taking lots of pictures 
– then send them for every one to 
see at thePRAISE.1914@gmail.
com. Your work and celebrations 
deserve the spotlight and you now 
have a consistent place to show 
them! GOMAB!•

The PRAISE needs 
to hear your voice!

Bro. Greg Brand Jr
Editor in Chief of The PRAISE
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Your Chapter should be HERE!

•Is your chapter doing OUTSTANDING 
things and serving your community? 

•Do have events you would like to pro-
mote or share with the entire region? 

•Has your chapter recently 
crossed a new line?

If you can say yes to any or all of 
those question, you should submit 

to The PRAISE!

Submission requirements:
For text -  from 50 to 400 words typed (in email or word 

processing format)
Images - JPEG, PDF, PNG

**Issues compiled ONCE EVERY QUARTER**

PRAISE
The

Email all submissions to ThePRAISE.1914@gmail.com

Iota Mu Leads 50th Anniversary of NPHC at MTSU
Submitted By: Chris Leavy

Contributor

 
 This year marks a 50-year 
relationship with the NPHC and 
Middle Tennessee State University. 
On February 17th Middle Tennes-
see State university unveil 9 bronze 
plagues for each fraternity and So-
rorities of the NPHC.  Jalen Everett 
a member of the Iota Mu chapter of 
Phi Beta Sigma Inc. was at the fore-
front of this historic event.
 Jalen serves as the current 
Vice President of the Iota Mu chapter 
and well as a two term NPHC presi-
dent. In 2021 he was the recipient of 
the Southwestern Region collegiate 
member with the highest gpa, South-
western Region Charles I Brown 
Sigma man of the Year Award and 
the Fraternity and Sorority life New 
Member of the Year Award.  Since 
his first term in office as NPHC Pres-
ident he worked closely with frater-
nity and sorority life, and President 
McPhee to bring this historic event 
to the masses.•

Jalen Everett serves 
as the current 

Vice President of the 
Iota Mu chapter and 

well as a two-term 
NPHC president. 



4

Tennessee’s State Meeting Brings 
a Boseman Back to Wakanda

Staff Report

 November 12th, marked the 
resurgence of the Tennessee State 
Conference in Nashville, Tenn. Held 
in person for the first time since the 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Phi Beta Sigma chapters from Ten-
nessee converged on the campus of 
Meharry Medical College for a day of 
brotherhood, business, reconnection 
and fellowship. 
 Led by Tennessee State Di-
rector, Bro. Dr. Emmanuel Rowe, the 
conference was a great and impacful 
success before it even began.
 This achievement is count-
ed as a pre-emptive win because the 
night before  the state conference, 
the Eta Beta Sigma Chapter hosted a 
private 4DX screening of Black Pan-
ther: Wakanda Forever with a special 
presentation from the late Chadwick 
Boseman’s older brother, Derrick 
Boseman on Friday night. 
 “Hearing the star’s brother’s 
testimony really prepared our hearts 
and souls for the movie,” Rowe said. 
“And the movie was OUTSTAND-
ING!”
 Dozens of Sigmas, Zetas, fam-
ily, friends and guests all turned out to 
experience a landmark film.
 The following Saturday morn-
ing the business of Sigma was ad-
dressed on the historic campus of 
Meharry Medical College, where Ten-
nessee Sigmas were birthed out of the 
Kappa Chapter. 
 “Thanks to all the talented pre-
senters that provided a very engaging 
and informative conference,” Rowe 
said.
 After the State Conference at-
tendees were invited to celebrate with 
the Fiskites for their Homecoming on 
the campus of Fisk University. 
 “Thank you to the Alpha Gam-
ma Chapter for hosting us,” Rowe 
said. “Shout out the the Brothers that 
travelled near and far to attend the 
Tennessee State Conference! BLU 
PHI!”•

(Top) The collective Tennessee Sigma Brotherhood at Meharry Medical College for the state conference. (Center) 
The Brotherhood and Derrick Boseman at the private screen of Black Panther: Wakanda Forver. (Bottom) Der-
rick Boseman speaking to the crowd before the screening of his brother, Chadwick Boseman’s final Marvel film.

Photos courtesy of the Eta Beta Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc



5
Vice Director Wilson Aims for 
an All-Time Membership High

Bro. Greg Brand Jr
Editor-in-Chief

 
 The Southwestern Region’s 
1st Vice Director has a mission and 
vision for the future of the region. He 
is willing to do whatever it takes to 
make his vision a reality.
 Bro. Joseph Wilson is inviting 
every Sigma to join him in pushing 
the membership of the Southwestern 
Region to the next level. That level 
is the unprecedented achievement of 
1800 Sigma men active and financial 
within the region.
 Under the leadership of the 
23rd Regional Director Brandon 
Hill, the message of the “Swagger-
ing Southwestern Region” has been 
“Take Flight” and that is precisely 
what Wilson plans to do.
 As Black Greek-Letter Or-
ganizations fight to recover from the 
disastrous impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on social activities, com-
munal gatherings and public partic-
ipations, Wilson has put his energy 
into activating Brothers in the South-
western Region like never before. 
This mission is seemingly right on 

time as fraternities and sororities have 
been impacted harshly by the limited 
social contact and financial burdens 
of our society during the health crisis.
 While health and safety are 
both vitally important, the mainte-
nance and sustainability of the orga-
nization is also worthy of attention.
 “I have been reaching out to 
Brothers of all ages and eras about 
getting to this (member) goal,” Wil-
son said. “It is important for us to do 
what Sigma has called us to do and 
bring back the fire and excitement for 
our Fraternity!”
 As of the Regional Board Re-
treat in August 2022 there were 1,367 
active and financial members of the 
Mighty Southwestern Region. While 
this number sets SW region as a ma-
jor player within the seven regions 
of the fraternity at large, Wilson has 
been working tirelessly to ensure that 
this number is not the best we can do.
 “There are hundreds of Broth-
ers livings in our big region that have 
not been active in a long time,” Wil-
son said. “Everyone has their rea-
sons for inactivity but by talking to 
Brothers and creating opportunities 
for fellowship and reconnection, we 

can make a pathway to bring more 
Brothers back into the fold while also 
initiating more quality men into “Our 
Wondrous Band.”
 This goal of reactivation and 
recruitment also signals a shift in the 
mission of the fraternity in general. 
Phi Beta Sigma has been working and 
promoting innovation and evolution 
as it pushes its practices and founda-
tional principles toward the future. 
For Wilson, this future includes mak-
ing sure everyone is working toward 
improving “the Frat.”
 “Our biggest mission is to 
fight the cancers that hurt our recruit-
ment and intakes,” Wilson said. “We 
have to live our principles, support 
our initiatives, complete our pro-

grams and be visible in the communi-
ty! All of these things work together. 
That is how we achieve our goal!”
 Much of the information and 
strategy for increasing the size and 
impact of the SW region was shared 
in a spirited address from Wilson 
during the annual leadership retreat in 
St. Louis. Brothers were collectively 
invited to move to action and joined 
in celebration of what Sigma can ac-
complish within the region.
 “The recipe for (our success 
in the region) should not be a secret,” 
said immediate past Regional Direc-
tor, Bro. Michael Murry. “For us, we 
need to ensure that everyone has the 
recipe for success. We can do this!”•

“Our biggest mission is to fight 
the cancers that hurt our 

recruitment and intakes...”
-Bro. Joseph Wilson

(Cover) Bro. Joseph Wilson presenting his plans for the Southwestern 
Region’s collective Brotherhood.  (Top of Pg. 5) The SW Regional Lead-
ership Executive Board Meeting.

Photos by AJ Thurman and Greg Brand, Jr.
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From the National OfficeSigma nationally mobilizes 
against gun violence

During its 2022 Summer Strategy Session in Philadelphia, 
PA., members of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., along with 
the Philadelphia Police Department, met with students at 

Benjamin Franklin High School

 News Release

 Washington, DC – The world 
has been both captivated and saddened 
by the tragic mass murders of 19 stu-
dents and two teachers at Robb Ele-
mentary School in Uvalde Texas. Since 
that day, many discussions have taken 
place across the country, surrounding 
the issue of gun violence.  And though 
lawmakers in the U.S. Congress passed a 
bipartisan gun violence bill, there is still 
work to be done.
To that end, during its 2022 Summer 
Strategy Session in Philadelphia July 
22-24, 2022, the men of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity, Inc. in collaboration with the 
Philadelphia Police Department, will 
work with young people 12-18 years old 
at Benjamin Franklin High School, 550 
N Broad St, Philadelphia, PA, for a “Gun 
Violence Prevention and De-Escalation 
Training Day Camp.”
  The camp will utilize two of our 
signature programs, the SIGMA Self 
Defense series, and the Establishing the 
Faith Series.
 The SIGMA Self Defense Series 
was created to educate and empower 
participants on the proper way to bring 
down the temperature of a conflict by 
covering de-escalation, self-defense with 
and without a weapon and a discussion 

on gun violence with a child psychol-
ogist on the impacts of gun violence. 
This series will conclude with “Stop the 
Bleed” training.
 The Establishing the Faith Series 
kicks off with a candid conversation 
with law enforcement to build a rapport 
and is capped with workshops that allow 
the youth to further engage with law 
enforcement officers before concluding 
the series with a game of dodgeball.
 The mission of the day camp is 
to both bring awareness to the rise in 
gun violence in the City of Philadelphia 
and the lack of resources and safe spaces 
for our youth. “Now more than ever, the 
men of Phi Beta Sigma must be a part of 
the conversation when it comes to gun 
violence,” says Chris V. Rey, Internation-
al President, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity.  
“In the past two weeks, alone, we have 
lost one brother to gun violence while 
another is currently fighting for his life 
in the hospital.  This training is the first 
step in a long road that we have to travel 
to make an impact.”
 The “Stop the Bleed” training 
will give students a lifesaving skill. In 
an emergency, “Stop the Bleed” trains 
students to stop a person’s bleeding long 
enough for an ambulance to arrive. The 
hope is to send each child home with a 
“Stop the Bleed” kit.•

July 11-16, 2023 • Register Today!!!

 The National Sigma Beta Club 
Foundation (NSBCF) is extremely hon-
ored to introduce a campaign to have 
the likeness of Honorable John Robert 
Lewis honorably placed on a U.S. post-
age stamp. 
 We need your support! The more 
letters we send to the Postmaster Gen-
eral of the United States, the better 
chance we have of making our dream 
a reality. Please consider downloading 
the document that best reflects who you 
are in relation to the National Sigma 
Beta Club Foundation. We ask that you 
print, sign, and send the letter to the 
U.S. Postmaster General.
 Please go to the webpage, “https://
sigmabetaclub.org/campaign_to_sup-
port_john_lewis_on_a_us_postal_
stamp/” for more information with in-
structions to download the letter. We are 
asking all Sigma Beta Club Members 
and Parents, Phi Beta Sigma Members, 
all Divine 9 Members, and anyone that 
would want to participate in this initia-
tive.•

Sigma Beta Club 
Campaigning for 

Hon. Bro. John Lewis 
Postage Stamp
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Advertise with The PRAISE!!! Contact us at thepraise.1914@gmail.com for a list of 
sizes, frequencies, circulation and prices!

Your messages, products and content can be featured HERE!

Bro. Eric Wells
Contributor

 October 22 nd in Kansas City, 
MO was an impactful day for the 
brothers from Kansas, Missouri, 
and Nebraska. The planned activ-
ities started off supporting a great 
cause by participating in the Amer-
ican Cancer Society fight against 
breast cancer walk.
 The second half of the day was 
the tri-state meeting where infor-
mation sharing, learning, and con-
tributing to vital discussions took 
place as we advance the fraternity’s 
mission.•

Phi Beta Sigma on Nexflix’s“Family Reunion”

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Inc. is proudly 
represented on 

Family Reunion, currently 
airing on Netflix, and starring 

Tia Mowry-Hardrict and 
Loretta Divine. You can catch 

the fraternity’s feature on 
Season 5, Episode 3  
entitled “Remember 
Stompin’ the Yard?”

Kudos to the collegiate 
brothers from the 
Los Angeles area!

Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri Unite for Brotherhood
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